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Beauly to Denny Power line – Power firm’s cash demand!!

How pleased are you to hear that Scottish Power Transmission Ltd [SPT] is seeking over £1M extra to fund their defence of Stirling’s fight for the power line upgrade to go underground?  

Councillor Graham Reed, Scottish Liberal Democrat group leader and member of the Council Beauly to Denny Steering Group has found out that SPT is asking the energy Regulator [OFGEM] for £1.083Million to cover their costs for the protracted enquiry process. SPT and Scottish & Southern Electricity who are developing the whole route have already received well over £5M to pay for their enquiry costs. Stirling before Pylons have funded their campaign entirely from donations, Peter Pearson said that their costs have eaten up most of the  £100,000 raised so far. 

Stirling Council has led the Community in objecting to the very weak visual mitigation scheme that SPT have offered to implement. They have offered to paint a few pylons a dull grey and plant some trees, so long as landowners agree! Cllr Reed said that this is an insult to our communities! The additional £1.083M will pay for their whole visual scheme many times over. 

Graham Reed went on to say that “SPT is stretching our patience for such a demand when Stirling Council, “Stirling before Pylons” SNH and other Community groups have all spent fortunes out of their own pockets. Thanks to the weak planning decision by the minority SNP government, SPT have dug their heals in; they will only do the bare minimum of visual mitigation and have the cheek to expect more of our ‘Public Pounds’ to protect their ‘bottom-line’. What a disgrace!”

Legend: Cllr Graham Reed holds up the SPT Mitigation Report
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