Keep Policing Local – Poll confirms public agree with Scottish LibDems on policing
The two Liberal Democrat candidates for the Scottish Election have combined to campaign against plans to create a single police force for the whole of Scotland.
Graham Reed, candidate for the Stirling constituency said “the Scottish Liberal Democrats want to help police and communities to work together to cut crime. The fight against crime is now under threat from plans by the SNP and Labour to centralise our police. Under the plans local police forces would be disbanded. Under Labour or the SNP every police officer would be allocated according to national directions, not local policing need. That could mean your local police seeing dozens of officers sent to support other areas hundred s of miles away.

Liberal democrats are concerned that by creating a national police force, the chief constable will come under the political control of a government minister and will lose their links with local communities.

We are also concerned that the cost of centralisation, building a new HQ and new IT systems will cost a fortune and will cost police jobs.
The government has refused to answer repeated questions about how much their plans will cost, fuelling fears that police officers will lose their jobs to pay for the changes. Some chief constables have estimated it could cost the jobs of 4,000 police officers.

Scottish Liberal Democrats want to keep policing local, help the local police work with the local community and to keep the number of officers high to fight crime.”

Commenting on a BBC poll which reveals that one of the highest priorities for the public is keeping police officers on Scottish streets, Liberal Democrat candidate for Clackmannanshire and Dunblane Tim Brett added:

“This poll confirms that the public are worried about the loss of police officers on Scottish streets.

A move to a centralised police force, which the SNP, Labour and the Tories all back would see nearly 4,000 officers lost from policing Scottish streets just to pay for it.

Local, visible and community based policing would be eradicated under these plans.

Chief Constables don’t want it, the public don’t want it, and it’s time the other parties dropped it.”
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